216      THE PRINCIPLES OF WAR

The 1st and 2nd squadrons attacked in front, the
3rd and 4th outflanked and enveloped the right of
the Austrians. A second mSlee ensued; the Prussians
prevailed owing to their enveloping movement and
ntunerical superiority (five and a half squadrons against
three and a half)* The Austrian cuirassiers withdrew
slowly. The Prussian Uhlans came back behind the
ridge,

Owing to the heat of action inside the Waldchen,
the Austrian infantry were not aware of the cavalry
action which was taking place within their reach; they
did not intervene; they did not show the happy initi-
ative displayed by the Prussian infantry at Wysokow.

General von Wntick had not a single reserve left.
He knew that the Waldchen was occupied by the
enemy. He also believed Wysokow to be in enemy
possession. He feared lest he should come against
fresh and numerous enemy forces. At the moment
when he had appeared on the battle-field, the fight was
raging on the whole front; the main body of his army
corps was approaching. He cautiously decided to
assemble his brigade and to abandon the pursuit.

Such, at least, are the reasons which he himself put
forward later on (while claiming victory) in order to
justify his timid conduct.

The Solms brigade was assembling west of Wysokow;
it withdrew later on in the direction of Kleny; it was
not to reappear on that day.

The Prussian brigade resumed its original position.
Later on, the fire from the Austrian artillery compelled
it to withdraw behind Branka.

ATTACK BY THE AUSTRIAN INFANTRY ON THE BRANKA
WOOD-NEUSTADT ROAD POSITION (NOON)

At about the moment when the cavalry actions we
have just been studying were taking place, the Austrian
infantry was attempting to debouch from the Waldchen
in order to attack the Branka wood and the road to
Neustadt.

The enemy's fire easily succeeded at first in breaking
up these desultory efforts. Moreover, the Prussian
half-battalions, Bojan (of the 3rd of the 37th) and